
1 

 

Statement by Ambassador Masood Khan, 

Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the 

United Nations, on Agenda Item 136: 

“Improving the Financial Situation of the 

United Nations” 

(New York, 18 October 2012) 

 
Mr. Chairman,  

 
  I congratulate you on assuming the 
chairmanship of this important committee. We 
also extend  felicitations to all other members of 
the Bureau. 
 
2. We thank the outgoing Bureau, in particular 
Ambassador Miguel Berger of Germany for his  
very able stewardship of this Committee in the 
past session. 
 
3. Let me also express my gratitude to 
Undersecretary General Yukio Takasu for this 
active engagement with the Committee.  His 
interaction with the Committee  has contributed 
to enhancing transparency and fostered the trust 
amonst stakeholders. 
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4. And thank you, Mr. Lionelito Berridge, for 
your and your team’s hard work and facilitation. 
 
5. Pakistan aligns itself with the statement made 
by the distinguished representative of Fiji on 
behalf of the Group of 77 and China. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  

 

6. The global financial climate cremains 
complex and uncertain because of the continuing 
effects of financial crisis. There are hopeful 
preliminary signs of recovery but the difficulties 
the Organization faced last year in regard to  
payment of assessed contributions have not been 
completely resolved. While the overall financial 
indicators for 2013 are generally positive, a 
significant amount of assessments  still remains 
unpaid, giving rise to a resource gap of $3.4 
billion as compared to $1.85 billion last year in 
peacekeeping budget.  With regard to the regular 
budget, the unpaid assessed contributions  
amount to $945 million as compared to last 
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year’s $855 million, reflecting an increase of $90 
million.  
 
7. The financial situation of International 
Tribunals including the newly established 
International Residual Mechanism has also 
consistently suffered from higher unpaid 
assessments. Only a slight improvement is 
witnessed this year, with $3 million less in unpaid 
assessments compared to last year’s outstanding 
amount of $63 million.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  

 
8. The issue of re-costing has created additional 
challenges for the financial health of the 
Organization resulting in extremely tight cash 
situation during the final months of each year. We 
hope that the Committee would be able to 
address the negative implications of partial re-
costing during its consideration of the biennium 
budget.  
  
9. We are particularly concerned over the 
increase in the level of debt owed to Member 
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States contributing troops, police and equipment. 
The debt has grown rapidly and the amounts 
owed to TCCs/PCCs  remain at a total of $ 862 
million as of 1st October 2013, which also 
includes $86 million for closed missions, $66 
million for letters of assist, and $1 million for 
death and disability claims.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  

 
10. This situation not only impacts negatively the 
liquidity and overall financial health of the 
Organization but also exacerbates the operational 
challenges for entire peacekeeping architecture, 
and compromises the Organization’s credibility in 
effective implementation of mandates.  
 
11. We understand the procedural difficulties  
mentioned by Ambassador Takasu in his 9th 
October presentation, which lead to delays in the 
payment of assessments to peacekeeping 
budgets. The Member States with capacity to pay 
should, however, be able to settle their unpaid 
dues on time.  
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12. Pakistan stresses that this systemic problem 
needs to be resolved in a sustained manner. We 
sincerely hope that the negative implications of 
persistent non-payment of assessments would be 
taken seriously by the concerned Member States 
with the capacity to pay. We trust that the debt 
owed to the Troop Contributing Countries would 
be reimbursed in full, on time, and as a matter of 
priority including the elimination of existing 
backlog of death and disability claims. We hope 
that the Secretariat would meet the 
Organization’s obligations to the Member States 
expeditiously and would maximize the quarterly 
payments as priority.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  

 
13. Lastly, I wish to reiterate that the question of 
resources cannot be sidelined on the pretext of 
financial constraints. An under-resourced 
Organization can neither deliver nor be effective. 
As responsible Member States, we must, 
therefore, honour our financial obligations 
stipulated  in the Charter and ensure payment of 
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assessed contributions on time, in full, and 
without conditions. 
 
I thank you.  


